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Sharon Dunwoody,xi one of the authors, emphasizes that, as sources in the 
media, scientists get to decide what they’re going to say. But she adds they 
should also be insightful about how those messages are received, given 
the need to dispel misinformation in the public arena. “The way you portray 
something dictates the take-home messages people walk away with,” she 
says. “You’ve got to be careful.”

xi Sharon Dunwoody is Evjue-Bascom Professor in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, as well as Associate Dean for Social Studies in the Graduate School.
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